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AACAP held its seventh annual 
Advocacy Day on April 8, 2011. 
Over 230 AACAP members, 

family members, and youth advocates 
visited more than 200 Congressional 
offi ces across 40 states to raise aware-
ness of legislation that will benefi t 
child and adolescent psychiatrists and 
their patients. A grant from AACAP’s 
Campaign for America’s Kids provided 
funding for more than 40 parents and 
youth from several national advocacy 
groups and 15 child and adolescent psy-
chiatry residents to attend the event. This 
year, Advocacy Day was held in coor-
dination with the Society of Professors 
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
meeting, the Spring Assembly of 
Delegates meeting, and the Klingenstein 
Third Generation Foundation Games.  

Advocacy Day activities began on April 
7, with the AACAP Government Affairs 
staff holding an advocacy training 
session for fi rst-time advocates. After 
the training, Laurence L. Greenhill, 
M.D., Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, 
senior deputy executive director and 
director of Government Affairs and 
Clinical Practice, and members from 
Connecticut presented Congresswoman 
Rosa DeLauro (CT-3) with the Friend 
of Children’s Mental Health Award 
for a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for her history of sup-
porting policies that benefi t children. She 
has recognized the severe lack of pedi-
atric providers and has been a supporter 
of child mental health professionals and 
pediatric subspecialties loan forgiveness 
programs. These programs will open 
the door for more mental health and 
pediatric specialists to be trained, hence 
allowing access to qualifi ed profes-
sionals to treat our sickest children. 
Later, Dr. Greenhill and Wayne Batzer, 
M.D., presented the Friend of Children’s 
Mental Health Award for a U.S. Senator 
to Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) for 
his support of children’s mental health 
services at the Federal level. During his 
acceptance of the award, Senator Inouye 
discussed the importance of taking care 

of the mental health needs of children 
with parents in the military. 

On the morning of April 8, the 
Government Affairs staff provided 
a policy tutorial for all attendees on 
the issues they would take to the Hill. 
These included; prevention and access 
to child psychiatric services, funding 
for the loan forgiveness program for 
children’s behavioral health providers 
and pediatric subspecialists, the Mental 
Health in Schools Act of 2011 (H.R. 751), 
and the Behavioral Health Information 
Technology Act of 2011 (S. 539). In light 
of the Mental Health in Schools Act, 
Congressional staffers and Advocacy 
Day attendees were invited to a lun-
cheon briefi ng titled “Partnering with 
Schools to Provide Cost-Effective Mental 
Health Services for America’s Kids,” 
in the historic Kennedy Caucus Room. 
David Pruitt, M.D., Sharon Hoover 
Stephan, Ph.D., Eunice Peterson, M.D., 
and Shana Gage, M.D., discussed their 
experience working with the Center for 
School Mental Health and the University 
of Maryland School Mental Health 
Program and the cost-savings that school 
mental health services produce over the 
long term. Angela Vaughn-Lee, a parent 
and Director of the Baltimore City offi ce 
of the Maryland Coalition of Families 
(MCF) for Children’s Mental Health, 

spoke about her personal experiences 
with school mental health as both a fam-
ily member and advocate. 

Following the afternoon appointments, 
the advocates regrouped at the hotel to 
share their experiences and refl ect on 
the day’s events. Many individuals noted 
that offi ces were very cognizant of loom-
ing budget cuts and the lack of federal 
funding available for new legislation. 

AACAP Hits Capital Hill: Advocacy Day 2011

Utah Delegation outside the U.S. Capitol Building

U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye (HI), Wayne Batzer, M.D., and Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski. Senator 
Inouye is the recipient of the AACAP’s Friends of Children’s Mental Health Award.
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Scott Palyo, M.D. (AACAP’s 2010-2011 Congressional Fellow), Matthew Prowler, M.D. (AACAP’s 2011-
2012 Congressional Fellow), Liz DiLauro, and Brent Wilson, M.D., at the Advocacy Day reception

However, several advocates were surprised 
by the positive response they received 
from offi ces they initially believed to be 
unfriendly to the issues of the day. Mark 
Borer, M.D., put a positive spin on working 
under budget constraints, observing that, 
“when times are tough, that is when people 
collaborate and fi nd fl exibility.” Until 
funding is attained, Congressional staffers 
emphasized to members the need to “stay 
in there for the long haul” and that bills 
that may not pass or programs that don’t 
receive funding this year may be able to 
secure funding and support in future years. 
Likewise, Warren Ng, M.D., noted that 
even though funding may not happen in 
the near future, speaking with staffers and 
members of Congress on a regular basis 
about the issues can plant the seed that 
may eventually lead to a bill’s passage or 
a program’s appropriations. As one parent 
from Wisconsin put it, individually each 
advocate “may not have moved moun-
tains during Advocacy Day, but they each 
moved a few grains of sand.” � 

AACAP members, staff, and medical students ready for a day on Capitol Hill 

Maryland AACAP members before meetings in the House Offi ce Building

James MacIntyre, M.D., Mary Crosby, and David Fassler, M.D. 
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