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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Jack McDermott, M.D., is professor 
and chair emeritus, Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Hawaii School 
of Medicine. Currently a member of 
the Life Members Subcommittee, he 
is a former editor of the Journal of 
the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry. 

what motivates you as a philanthropist?

I think what motivates me is the wish to 
give back some of what I’ve gotten in 
my life from the communities I live in. 
Take the larger community, for example. 
I support the arts in the community I live 
in because of what it gives to us—and it 
can’t exist without contributions. Next, 
at a more personal level, I feel an obliga-
tion to give back to the communities that 
have helped me develop professionally.

AACAP Donor Spotlight: Why I Give
what was the most important factor in 
your decision to donate to AACAP? And 
specifically to the Life Members Fund?

Our professional community is impor-
tant because that is where we receive 
our ongoing education and support. I 
tell our child residents as they enter their 
careers that they are going to belong 
to several professional communities 
(e.g., American Psychiatric Association, 
American Medical Association), but 
their professional home is the AACAP. It 
is a relatively small professional com-
munity, the one they will grow up in. 
Here they can join committees and 
programs, sometimes out of reach in the 
larger organizations. I joined AACAP in 
the 1960s and it was so friendly then 
because it was so small. Now it is has 
grown from a village to a mid-sized com-
munity, but it still has that small town 
feel. AACAP gives its members research, 
new techniques, new practices, and 
whole new fields. We give something 
back because dues and contributions are 
its life blood. 

The Life Members Fund appeals to me 
because it renews that AACAP life blood 
through scholarships to the Annual 
Meeting for residents in training and 
medical students. They are our future. 
The Life Members Fund re-circulates 
the dues you give back after retirement. 

Seeing it bring these younger people to 
the meeting is rejuvenating, to us as well 
as to AACAP. 

Is there an aspect of AACAP’s activities 
that interests you the most?

The Annual Meeting and the Journal 
interest me the most. The Journal is the 
moving front of new research and trans-
lating that into practice techniques keeps 
us alive as practitioners. I was fortunate 
enough to be editor for 10 years—I 
learned a lot on the job and found con-
nections with people all over the world 
through that experience. Seeing it now 
as a subscriber and reader I can appreci-
ate how the Journal is always moving 
forward—and has risen to whole new 
heights with subsequent editors. 

Do you have any advice for others who 
are considering supporting AACAP?

Sure, pick an aspect of the Academy that 
is of special interest to you and think 
about how your money might be used. 
Consider the particular projects that you 
would like to support and see to what 
degree you can specify them. There 
will be more positive feedback this way. 
Indeed, it will more than double that 
good feeling you get just from giving! n 

    Attention Life Members!
Stay involved in all Life Members activities, programs, and photos by reading the Life Members e-Newsletter 
distributed quarterly via email. Did you receive the latest Life Member e-Newsletter in October? If not, contact 
the Development Office at development@aacap.org or 202.966.7300, ext. 140.

Make a donation to the Life Members Fund and support Life Members’ activities such as Education and Outreach 
Awards for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Residents, Mentorship Grants for Medical Students, and the Life 
Members events during the 58th Annual Meeting in San Francisco. 

 
Visit http://www.aacap.org/cs/giving to donate.




