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Should AACAP Establish a Political Action Committee? 
 
With our increased advocacy efforts and advancements at the federal level, a question has 
risen regarding what more we can do as an organization to be even more affective.  
Through Project AACAP, a task force is reviewing the idea of AACAP establishing a 
political action committee (PAC). You may have noticed two recent AACAP News 
articles about this:  

1. January/February: AACAP Advocacy – Are We Ready to Establish a Political 
Action Committee? 
2. March/April: To PAC or NOT to PAC?  That is the Question. 

We have also shared with you a Q&A via the members’ only page. 
 
We are now asking you, as AACAP members, to click on the link below and 
complete a survey regarding your thoughts and interest in AACAP establishing a 
PAC.  If you have any questions, I encourage you to review the articles in AACAP News 
and the Q&A . We will share the results with you in a future Advocacy Update.  
 

CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY 
 

[Return to Top] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/are_we_ready_to_establish_a_pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/are_we_ready_to_establish_a_pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/PAC_FAQ_Sheet_2010.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R8S8MHY
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Health IT Bill Introduced in the Senate 
 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provides $20 billion in 
incentives and grants to health care providers and hospitals to establish interoperable 
electronic health record (EHR) systems throughout the nation. These benefits are 
extended to most physicians and hospitals, including child and adolescent psychiatrists.  
However, other mental health professionals, psychiatric hospitals, substance use and 
mental health treatment facilities are excluded.  The Behavioral Health Information 
Technology Act of 2011 (S. 539) sponsored by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI  
would clarify the legislation and allow for additional mental health providers to improve 
the exchange of health information between mental health and other health care 
providers.  The bill will: 

• clarify the definition of “health care provider” throughout the HITECH Act to 
include behavioral and mental health professionals, substance abuse professionals, 
psychiatric hospitals, behavioral and mental health clinics, and substance use 
treatment facilities; 

• extends Medicaid meaningful use incentives to national accredited mental health 
treatment facilities, psychiatric hospitals, substance abuse treatment facilities, 
behavioral and mental health professionals, and substance abuse professionals; 
and 

• establish grants for those mental health treatment facilities not eligible for 
meaningful use incentives through the HITECH Act to purchase certified EHRs,  
and train medical staff in the use of EHRs. 

Click here to see if your Senator is a cosponsor.  If he/she is not, please contact their 
office to ask that they become a cosponsor. 
 

[Return to Top] 
 

State Advocacy Update 
 

AACAP is actively tracking state legislation related to child psychiatry and children’s 
mental health across the country. The 2011 legislative season is in full gear, with 43 
states and the District of Columbia currently in session.    
 
To see what’s happening in your state, click here and select your state on the map.  Read 
on to learn about recent legislative activity and advocacy efforts. 
 
Legislatures Consider Scope of Practice Expansion for Psychologists  
Throughout the month, several states considered legislation to allow psychologists to 
prescribe medication. AACAP continues to work with regional organizations to oppose 
the bills, which would compromise the safety of children and adolescents with mental 
illness.   
 

• The Hawaii Senate passed S.B. 597 on March 8th, following the approval of the 
bill by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection on March 2nd.  The 
bill has been sent to the House and assigned to the House Health, Finance, and 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112s539is/pdf/BILLS-112s539is.pdf
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=38364506
http://capwiz.com/aacap/home/
http://capwiz.com/aacap/home/
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90d2944a7&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90a370163f&sid=
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Consumer Protection and Commerce Committees.  AACAP worked with the 
Hawaii Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry to urge all Hawaii members 
to call their Senators before the March 8th vote and we are now advocating in 
opposition to the bill in the House Health Committee.  Legislators have also 
introduced similar bills, H.B. 328, H.B. 695, and S.B. 1400, but they have not yet 
been considered by committee. 
 

• On March 23rd, the Montana House Human Services Committee voted to table 
S.B. 272, setting aside consideration of the legislation. AACAP contacted all 
committee members prior to the hearing to urge their opposition to the bill. The 
legislation was passed by the Montana Senate on February 21st and companion 
legislation, L.C. 683, has not yet been considered by committee. 

 
• The Oregon House Health Care Committee held a public hearing on H.B. 3523 

on March 16th, but did not hold a vote on the legislation. The Oregon Council of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (OCCAP) worked closely with a broad coalition 
of medical organizations and family advocates to provide strong testimony in 
opposition to the bill. Additionally, AACAP sent letters to the committee 
members and worked with OCCAP to urge all Oregon members to contact the 
committee before the hearing. Companion legislation, S.B. 228, has not yet been 
considered by committee. 

 
• On March 10th, Utah’s H.B. 289 died in the House with the closing of the 2011 

legislative session. The Intermountain Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry coordinated with local medical groups and advocacy organizations in 
efforts to defeat the legislation. Additionally, AACAP sent a letter opposing the 
measure to the bill sponsor. 
 

• H.B. 2260 in Arizona, A. 3745 in New Jersey, and S.B. 390 and H.B. 749 in 
Tennessee have also been introduced, but have not made progress.   

 
To download AACAP’s Scope of Practice Advocacy Toolkit, including AACAP and 
regional organization communications about specific legislation, click here (AACAP log-
in required).  
 
Oregon Introduces Child Psychiatric Consultation Legislation 
In February, the Oregon Legislature introduced S.B. 631, which authorizes the Oregon 
Health Authority to establish and maintain a children’s psychiatric access telephone line.  
The legislation is based on OPAL-K: Oregon’s Psychiatric Access Line for Kids, a joint 
program of the Oregon Psychiatric Society and the Oregon Council of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry. The legislation was not passed by the Senate Health Care, Human 
Services and Rural Health Policy Committee, but has been referred to the Ways and 
Means Committee. 
 
 
 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90aa47327&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d6412b431e&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90ab12a5&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d641bf1664&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90ab58325&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d6416176cd&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d641c6d5ea&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d641b922a6&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d641a0831e&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d6419ea0&sid=
http://www.aacap.org/cs/members_only/scope_of_advocacy_toolkit
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4d90ae4c37c&sid=
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New York Council Hosts First Advocacy Event 
On March 1st, the New York Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (NYCCAP) 
hosted their inaugural advocacy event in New York City, bringing together members-in-
training, early career psychiatrists, and representatives from the local chapters of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, NAMI (National Alliance of Mental Illness), and 
CHADD (Children and Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. The goal of 
the advocacy event was to educate participants about the importance of advocacy, discuss 
current challenges facing children with mental illness in New York, and devise ways to 
address these issues as a coalition.   
 
If you’d like to learn more about getting involved in advocacy efforts in your state or 
becoming an Advocacy Liaison to the AACAP Department of Government Affairs, 
contact Liz DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager, at edilauro@aacap.org or 202-966-
7300 x107. 

 
[Return to Top] 

 
AACAP Advocacy Webinar 

 
On March 9th, AACAP hosted a webinar, “Partnering with AACAP in Advocacy”, to 
educate members on the role that child and adolescent psychiatrists can play in shaping 
children’s mental health policy.  Specifically, the webinar focused on the basics of the 
public policy process, strategies to engage federal and state legislators, media advocacy, 
working in coalition, and partnering with AACAP.  The webinar was open to all AACAP 
members and free of charge. 
 
To listen to the webinar, go to 
http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/advocacy_webinars.   
 

[Return to Top] 
 

Youth and the Criminal Justice System 
 

The Campaign for Youth Justice has released a new report State Trends: Legislative 
Victories from 2005-2010 Removing Youth from the Adult Criminal Justice System. This 
report provides advocates with the latest information regarding youth in the adult 
criminal justice system. The first half of this report explains the dangers to youth, public 
safety and the overall prosperity of our economy and future generations. The second half 
of the report looks at recent legislative victories in removing youth from the criminal 
justice system. For the full report please follow the link below.   
State Trends:  Legislative Victories from 2005-2010 Removing Youth from the adult 
Criminal Justice System 
 

[Return to Top] 
 

 
 

mailto:edilauro@aacap.org
http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/advocacy_webinars
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/CFYJ_State_Trends_Report.pdf
http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/CFYJ_State_Trends_Report.pdf
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AACAP Advocacy Resources 

AACAP has developed multiple resources and tools to help you in your advocacy efforts 
on behalf of children with mental illness.  All of the materials are available for download 
on our website at www.aacap.org/cs/advocacy.  Recent highlights include: 

• Sample letter to the editor and letter to legislators on state budget cuts 
• Children’s Mental Health Fact Sheet (in collaboration with NAMI, CHADD, 

CABF, MHA, and ASCA)  
• How the Healthcare Reform Law Impacts Your Practice and Training Programs  
• How the Healthcare Reform Law Impacts Your Patients 
• Implementation Timeline for the Healthcare Reform Law 
• Scope of Practice Advocacy Toolkit (AACAP log-in required) 

 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org)  
Jennifer Medicus, Assistant Director, Clinical Practice (jmedicus@aacap.org)  
Michael Linskey, Assistant Director, Federal Government Affairs (mlinskey@aacap.org) 
Elizabeth DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager (edilauro@aacap.org)    
Adriano Boccanelli, Clinical Practice Manager (aboccanelli@aacap.org)  
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org)  
 

[Return to Top] 

http://aacap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMjI0MjcxJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjE3OTc2NDEmbGk9NTEyMzk1OQ/index.html
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/stateadvocacy/Sample%20LTE%20-%20state%20budget%20cuts.doc
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/stateadvocacy/Sample_Budget_Letter_to_Legislators_FINAL.doc
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Children%27s_Mental_Health_Fact_Sheet_FINAL.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/How_ACA_Impacts_Practice_and_Training_Programs.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/How_ACA_Impacts_Your_Patients.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/ACA_Implementation_Timeline.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/cs/members_only/scope_of_advocacy_toolkit
mailto:kkroeger@aacap.org
mailto:jmedicus@aacap.org
mailto:mlinskey@aacap.org
mailto:edilauro@aacap.org
mailto:aboccanelli@aacap.org
mailto:kdavis@aacap.org

