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California Legislature Considering Fair Sentencing for Youth 

Urge the Assembly Appropriations Committee to Support SB 9 
 
California’s SB 9, introduced by Senator Leland Yee (D-18), would allow for review of life 
without parole sentences for inmates who were sentenced as juveniles.  The legislation 
passed the state Senate in June and is now being considered by the state Assembly.   
 
In 2010, the Supreme Court declared life without parole sentences to be unconstitutional for 
crimes other than homicide.  Adolescents differ from adults in their decision-making 
capacities and research has demonstrated that the brain continues to mature and develop 
throughout adolescence and into early adulthood. If passed, SB 9 would allow youth 
sentenced to life without parole to petition a court to review his or her case after serving 
between 10 and 25 years in prison.  There would be no guarantee of receiving a new 
sentencing hearing or of parole, only the opportunity to earn it.  
 
The bill will be considered by the Assembly Appropriations Committee this 
Wednesday, August 17th.  We urge all California AACAP members to contact the 
committee TODAY and let them know your support for this bill.  See below for their 
contact information and use the following talking points to shape your message. 

 I am NAME, a child and adolescent psychiatrist practicing in [NAME OF CITY/TOWN]. 
 I am calling to urge your support of SB 9, which would make it possible for juveniles 

sentenced to life without parole to have a judicial review of that sentence after many 
years of incarceration and if they demonstrate some potential for rehabilitation.  

 In 2010, the Supreme Court declared life without parole sentences to be 
unconstitutional for crimes other than homicide. 

 Science tells us that adolescents differ from adults in the way they behave, solve 
problems, and make decisions. There is a biological explanation for these 
differences.  Recent research has demonstrated that the brain continues to mature 
and develop throughout adolescence and into early adulthood.  

 Juveniles are more likely to respond impulsively, utilizing a more primitive part of 
their brain. They are also less likely to stop, think things through, and analyze the 
consequences of their actions. 

 SB 9 protects public safety and holds youth accountable while at the same time 
recognizing that youth are not small adults and have the ability to change. There 
would be no guarantee of parole, only the opportunity to earn it. 

 I urge you to support SB 9 when it is considered in your Committee. 

Please contact the following Assembly members with this information: 
 
Felipe Fuentes – Chair (Dem-39) 
(916) 319-2039; Assemblymember.Fuentes@assembly.ca.gov 
 



Diane L. Harkey – Vice Chair (Rep-73) 
(916) 319-2073; Assemblymember.Harkey@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Bob Blumenfield (Dem-40) 
(916) 319-2040; Assemblymember.Blumenfield@assembly.ca.gov  
 
Steven Bradford (Dem-51) 
(916) 319-2051; Assemblymember.Bradford@assembly.ca.gov  
 
Charles M. Calderon (Dem-58)     
(916) 319-2058; Assemblymember.Calderon@assembly.ca.gov 
    
Nora Campos (Dem-23) 
(916) 319-2023; Assemblymember.Campos@assembly.ca.gov 
    
Mike Davis (Dem-48) 
(916) 319-2048; Assemblymember.Davis@assembly.ca.gov  
 
Tim Donnelly (Rep-59) 
(916) 319-2059; Assemblymember.Donnelly@assembly.ca.gov 
    
Mike Gatto (Dem-43) 
(916) 319-2043; Assemblymember.Gatto@assembly.ca.gov 
     
Isadore Hall III (Dem-52) 
(916) 319-2052; Assemblymember.Hall@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Jerry Hill (Dem-19) 
(916) 319-2019; Assemblymember.Hill@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Ricardo Lara (Dem-50) 
(916) 319-2050; Assemblymember.Lara@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Holly J. Mitchell (Dem-47) 
(916) 319-2047; Assemblymember.Mitchell@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Jim Nielsen (Rep-2) 
(916) 319-2002; Assemblymember.Nielsen@assembly.ca.gov    
 
Chris Norby (Rep-72) 
(916) 319-2072; Assemblymember.Norby@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Jose Solorio (Dem-69) 
(916) 319-2069; Assemblymember.Solorio@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Donald P. Wagner (Rep-70) 
(916) 319-2070; Assemblymember.Wagner@assembly.ca.gov   


