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Please Call Speaker Boehner  
Ask Him to Allow a Vote on  

The Combating Autism Reauthorization Act  
Before it Expires on September 30th 

 
The Combating Autism Act of 2006 is scheduled to sunset on September 30th. If The 
Combating Autism Reauthorization Act (CARA, H.R. 2005) is not passed by then we risk 
losing significant funding in the fight against Autism and other developmental disabilities. 
Despite bi-partisan support for this bill, the House Majority leadership is not 
allowing a vote on it.  
 
The leadership has decided not to allow bills that they consider “disease or condition-
specific” to come to a vote, including CARA. However, this bill would provide funding for 
training thousands of professionals each year to care for those with a broad range of 
development disabilities, including but not limited to Autism Spectrum Disorder.  
 
Background: The Combating Autism Act was first signed into law by President Bush in 
2006. The legislation established autism as a national healthy priority. The law focused on 
expanding research and coordination of efforts at the national Institutes of Health, 
increasing awareness programs and surveillance at the Center for Disease Control and 
expanding the training of health professionals to identify and support children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. This legislation is scheduled to sunset on September 30, 2011 unless 
reauthorized by Congress. The Senate has already taken action on this bill, CARA was 
passed by the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions committee by a unanimous 
vote and will soon be voted on by the full Senate.  
 
Talking Points: 

 Tell the Speaker to allow the bi-partisan Combating Autism Reauthorization Act to 
come to a vote. This legislation serves all people with developmental disabilities, not 
just autism. 

 If the CAA is not reauthorized, all of the funding authorized under the law would 
expire dealing a tremendous blow to the progress that has been made in 
understanding and treating ASD, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, down syndrome and 
other developmental disabilities. 

 There continues to be a staggering number of children affected by Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (1 in 110, according to CDC estimates.) The number of children diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder and other developmental disorders is on the rise, 
estimates show that there has been a 57% increase in the cases of Autism from 



2002-2006 and a 17% rise in developmental disorders over the last decade. Now is 
not the time to cut funding for autism and other developmental disorder research. 

 This bill would not increase funding, it would only extend the current federal funding 
levels through 2014. 

Call Speaker Boehner’s office today at (202) 225-0600 and tell him that this 
crucial legislation must be passed to continue the progress that we have made in 

the fight against autism and other developmental disabilities. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org)  
Michael Linskey, Assistant Director, Federal Government Affairs (mlinskey@aacap.org)  
Elizabeth DiLauro, Assistant Director, Grassroots Advocacy (edilauro@aacap.org)  
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org) 


