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Over 230 Child Psychiatrists, Youth, Parents, Residents, and Medical Students 
Converge on Capitol Hill! 

 
AACAP held its seventh annual Advocacy Day on April 8, 2011. Over 230 AACAP 
members, family members, and youth braved the rain and a possible government 
shutdown to visit more than 200 Congressional offices across 40 states to raise awareness 
of legislation that will benefit child and adolescent psychiatrists and their patients. A 
grant from AACAP’s Campaign for America’s Kids provided funding for more than 40 
parents and youth and 15 child and adolescent psychiatry residents to attend the event. 
These advocates spoke with their Congressional offices about prevention and access to 
child psychiatric services; preservation of mental health funding, funding for the loan 
forgiveness program for children’s behavioral health providers and pediatric 
subspecialists, and passage of the Mental Health in Schools Act of 2011 (H.R. 751); and 
the Behavioral Health Information Technology Act of 2011 (S. 539).  
 
Congressional staffers were invited to a luncheon briefing titled “Partnering with Schools 
to Provide Cost-Effective Mental Health Services for America's Kids,” in the historic 
Kennedy Caucus Room. Joined by Advocacy Day attendees, the staffers heard from 
David Pruitt, M.D., Sharon Hoover Stephan, Ph.D., Eunice Peterson, M.D., and Shana 
Gage, M.D., discussed their experience working with the Center for School Mental 
Health and the University of Maryland School Mental Health Program and the cost-
savings that school mental health services produce over the long term. 
 
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (CT-3) and Senator Daniel Inouye (HI) were given with 
the Friend of Children’s Mental Health Award for their support of children with mental 
illnesses.   
 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr751ih/pdf/BILLS-112hr751ih.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112s539is/pdf/BILLS-112s539is.pdf


If you missed Advocacy Day or attended and want to stay involved, you can meet with 
your Representative and Senators at home on the local level! AACAP staff is happy to 
assist you by scheduling your appointments and providing you with information. For 
more information, contact Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator, at kdavis@aacap.org or 
202.966.7300 ext. 128. 
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Contentious 2011 Budget Passes as Future Spending Fights Heat Up 

After a protracted and contentious budget battle, Congress has produced a budget to fund 
the federal government for the rest of fiscal year 2011 (till September 30, 2011.)  This 
budget includes cuts of approximately 
$38.5 billion dollars from current 
spending levels and is $78.5 billion 
dollars less than what President Obama 
requested.  SAMSHA and NIH’s budget 
were not spared.  SAMSHA budget was 
cut by $52 million dollars relative to last 
year and is $155 million dollars less than 
what President Obama requested.  NIH’s 
budget was cut by $260 million, this 
included a $210 million dollar cut across 
all Institutes/Centers and the Office of the 
Director and an additional $50 million cut 
for Buildings and Facilities.   

Many predict that this year’s budget 
battle was just a preview of upcoming 
Congressional spending fights.  The 2012 
budget will likely have significantly 
sharper cuts to federal programs 
including Medicare and Medicaid.  Under 
The House plan, Medicaid would be 
transformed into a block grant program, 
with states receiving a lump sum of funds 
to care for low income individuals – 
leading to significant cuts in Medicaid 
services.  We will keep you informed on 
potentially dangerous cuts to child and 
adolescent mental health programs 
through our Advocacy Updates.  As you receive these updates, please continue to contact 
your members of Congress and ask them to stand up for child and adolescent mental 
health.      
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Reminder: Have you completed 
the PAC Survey? 

In March’s Advocacy Update, we 
asked AACAP members to 
complete a survey regarding your 
thoughts and interest in AACAP 
establishing a PAC.  If you have 
not already done so, please click 
here to complete the brief survey.   
If you have any questions, we 
encourage you to review the 
resources below. We will share the 
results of the survey with you in a 
future Advocacy Update.  

• AACAP Advocacy – Are We 
Ready to Establish a 
Political Action Committee? 

• To PAC or NOT to PAC?  
That is the Question. 

• Political Action Committee 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

mailto:kdavis@aacap.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R8S8MHY
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R8S8MHY
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/are_we_ready_to_establish_a_pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/are_we_ready_to_establish_a_pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/are_we_ready_to_establish_a_pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/govtaffairs/pac_2011.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/PAC_FAQ_Sheet_2010.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/PAC_FAQ_Sheet_2010.pdf


Reauthorization of the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act 

In September of 2003, the 21 year old son of then- U.S. Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) 
committed suicide after battling depression. In 2004, Senator Smith’s colleagues 
introduced and passed the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act (GLSMA), which supports 
grants in 25 states and 16 Tribes or Tribal organizations as part of the State/Tribal Youth 
Suicide Prevention and Early Intervention Program. This act also funds programs at 38 
institution of higher education through the Campus Suicide Prevention program. The 
GLSMA is currently up for reauthorization (additional funding); AACAP supports the 
reauthorization of this bill and its vital program, when a vote is scheduled we will alert 
you.   
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State Advocacy Update 
 

AACAP is actively tracking state legislation related to child psychiatry and children’s 
mental health across the country and working with Advocacy Liaisons in regional 
organizations to take action.    
 
To see what’s happening in your state, click here and select your state on the map.  
This month, we are highlighting recent legislative activity related to schools.  Next 
month, we will focus on how states are beginning to implement provisions of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).   
 
Schools 
Several governors recently signed bullying legislation into law.  Arizona’s new law, HB 
2415, expands the definition of bullying to include cyber-bullying, as well clarifies the 
duties of school governing boards in preventing and handling bullying incidents. SB 892 
in Arkansas strengthens the state’s current statute, including requiring all school districts 
to develop policies to prevent bullying. West Virginia’s HB 3225 expands the definition 
of harassment, intimidation or bullying, requires the county school boards to develop 
bullying policies, and establishes reporting requirements.   
 
In addition to signing SB 78 into law, which requires school boards to develop bullying 
prevention policies by August 2011, New Mexico’s governor signed HB 172, which 
prohibits corporal punishment in schools. 
 
Several other state legislatures have also passed bullying legislation, although the bills 
have not yet been signed into law.  The Hawaii House and Senate have passed HB 688 
which requires the board of education to monitor compliance with rules or statutes 
covering bullying, cyber-bullying, or harassment and to establish reporting requirements. 
The bill is now being considered in conference committee.  The Maryland legislature 
passed HB 38 and SB 489, which would require certain nonpublic schools to adopt a 
policy prohibiting bullying. The bills have not yet been sent to the Governor for approval.  
HB 1465 in North Dakota strengthens the state’s current statute, including requiring 
school districts to provide bullying prevention programs to all students.  The bill has 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db58a5d4d4&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5b794334&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5b794334&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5b6a0334&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5d9ea260&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5c356334&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5c4f61369&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5bd0414b&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5c1234d3&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5c1eb9c0&sid=


passed the legislature and is awaiting the Governor’s signature.  Washington’s HB 1163 
convenes a work group to develop and implement strategies related to bullying 
prevention, and establishes pilot projects to assist schools in implementing youth suicide 
prevention activities.  The bill has not yet been signed by the Governor. 
 
If you’d like to learn more about getting involved in advocacy efforts in your state or 
becoming an Advocacy Liaison to the AACAP Department of Government Affairs, 
contact Liz DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager, at edilauro@aacap.org or 202-966-
7300 ext.107. 
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Texas Regional Council Supports Coverage for Serious Emotional Disturbances 
 

AACAP recently partnered with the Texas Society of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
(TSCAP) to submit written testimony in support of HB 1192, which would require 
private insurance coverage for children with serious emotional disturbances.  The 
legislation was heard in the House Insurance Committee on April 5, and is still pending.  
Click here to read the testimony, submitted by Regina Cavanaugh, M.D., TSCAP 
President and Advocacy Liaison.  Additionally, AACAP sent an action alert to all Texas 
members, urging them to contact the committee in support of the legislation. 
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AACAP Webinar Advocacy Trainings 
 

On April 28th, AACAP participated in an interactive mental health advocacy webinar 
with resident psychiatrists at the University of Pittsburgh.  The webinar, organized by 
Advocacy Liaison, Sourav Sengupta, M.D., educated residents on the basics of the 
public policy process, strategies to engage federal and state legislators, and the 
importance of working in coalition with allied mental health organizations.   
 
If you are interested in hosting a webinar for your regional organization or training 
program, please contact us at gov@aacap.org.   
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AACAP Advocacy Resources 
 

AACAP has developed multiple resources and tools to help you in your advocacy efforts 
on behalf of children with mental illness. All of the materials are available for download 
on our website at www.aacap.org/cs/advocacy.  Recent highlights include: 

• AACAP Policy Statement on Juvenile Life Without Parole: Review of Sentences 
• AACAP Advocacy Webinar: Partnering with AACAP in Advocacy 
• Sample letter to the editor and letter to legislators on state budget cuts 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5c56020f9&sid=
mailto:edilauro@aacap.org
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4db5df7314c&sid=
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/stateadvocacy/TSCAP%20support%20letter%20HB%201192.pdf
mailto:gov@aacap.org
http://aacap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMzk2MDg3JnA9MSZ1PTEwMjE3OTc2NDEmbGk9NjAyMTI2OQ/index.html
http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/policy_statements/juvenile_life_without_parole_review_of_sentences
http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/advocacy_webinars
http://aacap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMzk2MDg3JnA9MSZ1PTEwMjE3OTc2NDEmbGk9NjAyMTI3MA/index.html
http://aacap.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMzk2MDg3JnA9MSZ1PTEwMjE3OTc2NDEmbGk9NjAyMTI3MQ/index.html


 

[return to top] 

Advocacy Tip of the Month: Speak Up for Kids May 1-7! 
 

As part of Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week, AACAP members across the 
country are participating in Speak Up for Kids!.  Speak Up for Kids! is a nationwide 
education campaign developed by the Child Mind Institute and AACAP, and sponsored 
by Hunter Boot and Parents magazine, to raise awareness about psychiatric and learning 
disorders in children.   
 
Through Speak Up for Kids!, hundreds of child and adolescent psychiatrists, as well as 
other mental health professionals, will educate parents and teachers about the early 
diagnosis and intervention of mental illness through talks, flyers, op-eds, Q&As, and 
social media.   
 
We encourage you to participate by giving a talk in your community the week of 
May 1-7.  Click here to register! 
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If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org)  
Jennifer Medicus, Assistant Director, Clinical Practice (jmedicus@aacap.org)   
Michael Linskey, Assistant Director, Federal Government Affairs (mlinskey@aacap.org)  
Elizabeth DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager (edilauro@aacap.org)     
Adriano Boccanelli, Clinical Practice Manager (aboccanelli@aacap.org)  
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org)  

http://www.childmind.org/en/events/2011-5-2-speak-up-for-kids
mailto:kkroeger@aacap.org
mailto:jmedicus@aacap.org
mailto:mlinskey@aacap.org
mailto:edilauro@aacap.org
mailto:aboccanelli@aacap.org
mailto:kdavis@aacap.org

