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Chair of New York Committee on Mental Health Highlights Advocacy at AACAP’s 

Annual Meeting 
 
AACAP was honored to have New York Assemblyman Felix Ortiz participate in our 
Mental Health Advocacy Training during the 57th Annual Meeting in New York City.  
Assemblyman Ortiz joined AACAP member, Harsh Trivedi, M.D., and Government 
Affairs staff in sharing perspectives on the role that child and adolescent psychiatrists can 
play in improving children’s mental health policy. Assemblyman Ortiz stressed the 
importance of engaging in grassroots advocacy and encouraged attendees to build bridges 
with their legislators.   

AACAP President, Laurence L. Greenhill, M.D., and members of the New York 
Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry had the opportunity to speak with the 
Assemblyman about children’s mental health in New York and will continue to 
collaborate with his office on future advocacy efforts.  

[return to top] 

AACAP Comments to the Regulations on the Coverage of Preventive Services under 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

AACAP submitted formal comments to the Department of Health and Human Services 
on the provision related to coverage of preventive services in the ACA. AACAP 
applauded the requirement that all the United State Preventive Task force (USPTF) 
recommendations were included in the ACA, including screening of adolescents (12-18 
years of age) for major depressive disorder when systems are in place to ensure accurate 
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diagnosis, psychotherapy and follow-up. We specifically recommended that this 
prevention provision apply to Medicaid and Medicaid managed care programs and to 
grandfathered health plan. We also emphasized the importance of educational outreach 
about the preventive benefit to parents and providers’ is essential.  To view AACAP’s 
full comments, click here.  
 

[return to top] 

State Advocacy Update 

While most states legislatures have recessed for the year, legislation related to child 
psychiatry and children's mental health continues to move in a few states across the 
country. To see what's happening in your state, click here and select your state on the 
map. Read on for legislative highlights from September and October. 

California 
In September, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed AB 1600, which 
would have required that health care service plan contracts provide coverage for the 
diagnosis and treatment of a mental illness under the same terms and conditions as other 
medical condition.  Similar legislation passed the legislature in 2009, but was also 
ultimately vetoed by the Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 
Also in September, Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 543 into law, which would 
allow a minor who is 12 years of age or older to consent to outpatient mental health 
services, if, in the opinion of a professional the minor is mature enough to participate in 
the mental health treatment or counseling services.  However, this law will not apply to 
those who receive benefits under the Medi-Cal program.   
 
New York 
In October, New York Governor David Paterson vetoed SB 7000, which would have 
mandated that health insurance policies provide coverage for the screening, diagnosis and 
treatment of autism spectrum disorders that is consistent with the other benefits provided 
under that policy.  
 
Meanwhile, Governor Paterson signed the Dignity for All Students Act, AB 3661, which 
prohibits the discrimination and harassment of students, and requires that all school 
districts create policies and guidelines to prohibit such discrimination and harassment.  
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AACAP Reviews and Surveys CPT Codes 
 
AACAP recently completed a review and survey of the psychiatric CPT codes. Prior to 
the survey, it was determined to rewrite and propose new codes for 90801, 90802, 90862, 
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http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Prevention_regulations_comments.pdf
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4cd1b5d62cb&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c1bdc35e8&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4cd1aa6e3a5&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4cd1abc72d0&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4cd1ac1c2d0&sid=


and all the psychotherapy with evaluation and management codes. The psychotherapy 
only codes, plus family therapy, group therapy, and several other codes were surveyed.  
 
The survey data was analyzed and presented to the committee within the AMA that 
makes the recommendations to CMS. It was agreed and voted upon to take the complete 
set of psychiatric codes to the CPT panel to be rewritten. This is an opportunity to design 
a set of codes that will describe more accurately the work of practicing child and 
adolescent psychiatrists. 
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2011-2012 Congressional Fellowship Informational Conference Call 
 
Are you interested in the AACAP Congressional Fellowship but missed the 
Congressional Fellowship Question and Answer Session at the Annual Meeting or have 
more questions after the session?  Join a conference call led by child and adolescent 
psychiatrists who served as Congressional Fellows and AACAP’s Department of 
Government Affairs on Wednesday, November 10th at 12:00pm Eastern Time.  On this 
call, you will learn more about the program and application process, and get your 
questions answered! 
 
The AACAP Congressional Fellowship Program is designed to educate policy makers 
and Congressional staff about child and adolescent psychiatry and to foster awareness of 
children's mental health issues. This experience will allow the Fellow to develop a keen 
understanding of how public policy affects patient care, education, and health insurance 
issues. The 2011-2012 AACAP Congressional Fellow will be placed with a 
Congressional office or Committee and gain invaluable experience as by assist in the 
development of legislative and public policy initiatives. Click here to get more 
information about this exciting opportunity! 
 
To join the conference call, dial 1-800-377-8846 and enter the passcode 86614190#.  
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New Advocacy Resources: Tools to use in your advocacy efforts 
 

With the changes in our healthcare delivery system, AACAP’s committees have 
developed two documents for members to use when advocate for quality care for children 
and adolescents with mental illnesses.  To view these documents, click below: 

• Principles of Care for Treatment of Children and Adolescents with Mental Illnesses 
in Residential Treatment Centers (RTCs). 

• A Guide to Building Collaborative Mental Health Care Partnership in Pediatric 
Primary Care. 

 
[return to top] 
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http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/aacap_2010_congressional_fellowship_program
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Principles_of_Care_in_RTC_FINAL.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Principles_of_Care_in_RTC_FINAL.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Collaboration%20Guide%20FINAL%20approved%206-10.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Collaboration%20Guide%20FINAL%20approved%206-10.pdf


Advocacy Training Curriculum 
 

Do you have or are you developing an advocacy training curriculum for your residents?  
If so, please contact Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski at kkroeger@aacap.org.  
 
 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org) 
Jennifer Medicus, Assistant Director, Clinical Practice (jmedicus@aacap.org) 
Elizabeth DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager (edilauro@aacap.org)  
Adriano Boccanelli, Clinical Practice Manager (aboccanelli@aacap.org) 
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org) 
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