
 
 
 
 
 
 

4/2/2010 
 

FAX or EMAIL GOVERNOR TED KULONGOSKI TODAY 
 

 Urge him to VETO the Psychologist Prescribing Bill 
 
Background 
The Oregon legislature has passed a controversial bill that would allow “specially trained” 
psychologists the right to prescribe medication this past special legislative session. Senate 
Bill 1046  is now before Governor Ted Kulongoski, who must decide whether to sign or veto 
it.  
 
Public safety is compromised under the bill; in contrast to other states where psychologists 
can prescribe (New Mexico and Louisiana), S.B. 1046 does not require any physician 
supervision of the prescribing psychologist. 
 
The process that developed the bill and the manner in which it was enacted are highly 
controversial. The final version of S.B. 1046 was passed without a single public hearing. 
 
Here are some concerns you may want to address: 

 Psychiatric medicines are powerful and affect all parts of the body, not just the brain. 
They can interact with a host of other prescription drugs and over the counter 
supplements. These medications also can have significant side effects all of which 
require appropriate medical training to evaluate and treat.  

 The training proposed in the bill is grossly inadequate. One provider of such training 
in Oregon offers a 450-contact hour distance-learning program. 

 Inadequate training puts patients at risk. Psychologists lack training in the scientific 
foundations of medical practice. 

 Psychologists already prescribe in Oregon. Those professionals have attained this 
privilege by going to medical school or by being trained as a psychiatric nurse 
practitioner. 

 Access to treatment in rural areas will not change. In New Mexico and Louisiana, 
where psychologists can prescribe, most psychologists are located in the urban areas 
of the state. Oregon would be no different. 

 
Here is a link to the bill: 
http://www.leg.state.or.us/10ss1/measpdf/sb1000.dir/sb1046.en.pdf  
 
TAKE ACTION 
We are asking you to take the following actions: 

1. Write and register your concern about S.B. 1046 with the Governor. Identify yourself 
as an Oregon physician. Visit this link to the Governor’s fax number, and the form to 



use to send him an email message:  
http://www.governor.oregon.gov/Gov/contact_us.shtml  

2. Pass this email on to your family, colleagues and friends. 

It is critical that you contact the Governor as soon as possible. He must take 
action on the bill within a few days. 
 
Your message should be: 

 I am writing in strong opposition to S.B. 1046.  
 Please VETO S.B. 1046.  

Proponents of S.B. 1046 are flooding the Governor’s office with their message.  It is critical 
Governor Kulongoski hears from you, your friends, family and colleagues as well. 
 
Thank you. 


