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SCHIP Passes – with the inclusion of mental health parity  
 
Yesterday, the President signed in to law the reauthorization of the State Children's 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). SCHIP provides health coverage to millions of 
children whose families earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but do not have access to 
private coverage. Congress passed two compromise bills in that would have reauthorized 
and strengthened SCHIP, but President Bush vetoed both measures. As a result of this 
gridlock, SCHIP was extended through March 31, 2009, with sufficient funding to 
maintain current enrollment and avoid shortfalls. 
 
The bill will reauthorize SCHIP for four and a half years, with additional funding not 
only to maintain current enrollment of 6.7 million children, but to extend coverage to 
approximately 4 million additional children, many of whom are already eligible for the 
program.   
 
The mental health and substance use parity law passed by Congress last year fully applies 
and as a result SCHIP plans will be prohibited from setting lower treatment limitations or 
higher financial requirements on coverage of mental health or substance use services than 
they set for other health services.   
 
The bill also improves SCHIP's financing structure by increasing the federal cigarette tax 
and establishes a pediatric quality initiative. States also have an option to provide dental 
insurance. Each state's program is different, and eligibility rules will change with the new 
law.  AACAP will keep you updated on our web site to the different state plans as they 
are developed.   
 
Campus Safety Act of 2009 
 
The House passed legislation that would create a center for college campus safety in the 
Justice Department.  The bipartisan measure (HR 748) sponsored by Robert C. Scott, D-
VA.,   The bill would authorize the center to provide $2.8 million in educational and 
training grants to campus public safety and mental health agencies. The center would also 
develop protocols for responding to campus emergencies and serve as a clearinghouse 
where colleges and universities could obtain information about best safety practices.  A 
similar bill was introduced in the 110th Congress in the wake of campus shootings at 
Virginia Tech and Northern Illinois University.  
 
The Child Healthcare Crisis Relief Act 



 
The Child Healthcare Crisis Relief Act (CHCRA) will be reintroduced in the coming 
weeks. This is one of AACAP’s priority pieces of legislation.  The CHCRA increases the 
size of the children’s mental health workforce by providing lone forgiveness for those 
studying to specialize in children’s mental health, including child and adolescent 
psychiatrists. AACAP will keep you up to date on the bill’s status as it is introduced and 
moves through both houses of Congress.  
 
February Recess 
 
Congress will be returning to their home districts during the week of February 16th. 
AACAP would like to encourage all of its members to take this opportunity to meet with 
your representatives in their district offices. We can schedule the meeting and provide 
you with materials and talking points. All you have to do is show up. Please contact Pat 
Jones at (202) 966-7300 ext 128 or pjones@aacap.org if you are interested in scheduling 
a meeting.  
 
AACAP’s Advocacy Day is May 8th!  There is not more exciting time to come to 
Washington DC and visit your Representative and Senators offices!  All members are 
welcome! Registration will be available on line soon!  For more information go to 
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/AdvocacyAd_FP_NoBleed.pdf 
 
Thank You,  
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs  
Elizabeth Rorick, Assistant Director, Government Affairs 
Kevin Jones, Assistant Director for State Advocacy  
Pat Jones, Legislative Coordinator  
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