
 
October 22, 2009 
 
 
Ask Your Senators to Express Support for the Enhanced Act of 2009 
 
Senators Stabenow (MI), Kerry (MA), Brown (OH), and Hutchison (TX) recently 
introduced the Enhanced Act of 2009, which will provide $83 million to establish 
national centers of excellence for the treatment of depression and bipolar disorder and 
raise awareness for mental health and improve the standard of care and delivery of 
evidence-based interventions, innovative practices, and services to individuals with 
depressive disorders. To view a copy of the legislation click here. 
 
The bill sponsors are in discussions with Senate leadership and members of the HELP 
and Finance Committees to include the bill as an amendment to the overall Senate bill 
prior to its floor debate. We are asking all AACAP members from states whose 
Senators are on the HELP and Finance Committees to contact their Senator listed 
below and ask that they support the inclusion of this legislation in the Senate bill.  
Below is a list of the committee members, a link to their contact information, and a 
sample letter asking for their support.  
  
Finance Committee: Baucus (MT), Grassley (IA), Bingaman (NM), Rockefeller (WV), 
Conrad (ND), Wyden (OR), Hatch (UT), Snowe (ME), Kyl (AZ), Roberts (KS), Enzi 
(WY), Schumer (NY), Lincoln (AR), Nelson (FL), Cantwell (WA), Menendez (NJ), 
Bunning (KY), Crapo (ID), Ensign (NV), Cornyn (TX) 
  
HELP Committee: Harkin (IA), McCain (AZ), Gregg (NH), Mikulski (MD), Murray 
(WA), Reed (RI), Sanders (VT), Casey (PA), Hagan (NC), Merkley (OR), Robert (KS), 
Murkowski (AK), Alexander (TN), Burr (NC), Coburn (OK), Isakson (GA) 
  
Find your US Senator at: 
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 
 
 
Dear Senator, 
 
As a constituent and doctor, I ask for your support of the ENHANCED Act of 2009. This 
bill will establish national centers of excellence for the treatment of depression and 
bipolar disorder. I am a child and adolescent psychiatrist who is deeply invested in early 
identification of children with depressive disorders, as well as prevention strategies 
targeting children at risk. As many as 1 in 33 children and 1 in 8 teenagers in the United 
States have clinical depression.  
 

http://www.aacap.org/galleries/legislative_action_alerts/enhanced_act_2009.pdf
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm


Tragically, suicide is the leading cause of death among those between the ages of 15 and 
24. While many adolescents are diagnosed with a depressive disorder, most go 
undetected and untreated. Lack of detection often leads to social and academic decline, 
which may foster treatment resistance in children, and result in many future problems.  
 
Passing this legislation, which provides $83 million to support the creation of a 
dedicated network of centers for depression and bipolar disorder, would raise awareness 
for mental health and improve the standard of care and delivery of evidence-based 
interventions, innovative practices, and services to individuals with depressive disorders. 
 
I urge you to join Senators Stabenow, Kerry, Brown, and Hutchison in support of this 
important legislation, and ask Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid to add the 
ENHANCED Act of 2009 to the Senate’s version of healthcare reform. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


