
 
Workforce Legislation to be Introduced in the Senate! 
Contact your Senator for Support! 
 
The AACAP’s top legislative priority, the Child Health Care Crisis Relief Act, is about to be introduced 
in the Senate by Senators Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) and Susan Collins (R-ME). The Senators are currently 
asking their colleagues to be original co-sponsors of the legislation and have sent to each of them a letter 
requesting their support (See Below).  We are asking you to contact your Senators to ensure their co-
sponsorship of this legislation prior to its introduction! 
 
The Child Health Care Crisis Relief Act addresses the critical national shortage of child and adolescent 
psychiatrists and other children’s mental health professionals by creating education incentives to 
encourage recruitment into these fields. For child and adolescent psychiatry training programs, the 
legislation would extend Medicare graduate medical education (GME) funding support for two years after 
general psychiatry, and create a loan forgiveness program for use by child and adolescent psychiatrists. 
Other mental health professionals eligible for the scholarships, loan forgiveness and training grants in the 
bill include psychologists, developmental behavior pediatricians, social workers, psychiatric nurses, 
marriage and family therapists, and all school-based professionals, such as school psychologists, school 
social workers and school counselors. The bill would cost $45 million annually for 4 years. 
 
All AACAP members are asked to contact their Senators to request their original co-sponsorship of 
the Child Health Care Crisis Relief Act.  
 
Call 1-202-224-3121 to reach the Capitol Switchboard, and ask for your Senators office or give them your 
state.  You can also access your Senator’s information through the following web site:  
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 
 
When connected to the office, ask for the Health Legislative Assistant.  Below is a sample message.   If 
you leave a voicemail message, include your name and phone number.  
 
A sample message is as follows: 
“I am a practicing child and adolescent psychiatrist from (your state), and I am calling to urge Senator 
______ to be an original cosponsor to the  Child Health Care Crisis Relief Act, sponsored by Senators 
Bingaman and Collins.   Senator _______ recently received a “Dear Colleague” requesting his/her 
support.  This legislation will help children and their families gain access to mental health treatment by 
increasing the number of children’s mental health professionals. Please contact Joel Szkrybalo in Senator 
Bingaman’s office to cosponsor this important legislation.” 
 
Please pass this email on to your colleagues and ask them to do the same!  The more calls your 
Senator receives the more likely we are to get their support!  
 
Please let us know when you have contacted your Representative.  Please contact the AACAP Dept. 
of Government Affairs at 800.333.7636, x. 128, or e-mail aschopick@aacap.org with any questions. 
 
Thank you for your advocacy! 
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