
 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive Mental Health Reform – A Call to Include Kids and CAPs 

For more information, contact AACAP’s Government Affairs Department at 202-966-7300 ext. 128. 

 
ISSUE:  
All major mental health reform bills must include children and adolescents, as well as child and 
adolescent psychiatrists (CAPs).   
  
BACKGROUND:  
H.R. 2646, the bipartisan “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015,” has been marked 
up and reported from the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee.  As of this writing, it has at 
least 185 House cosponsors.  The bill focuses on the most pressing mental health issues facing 
America. 
 
Consistent with its intent, the legislation now fully includes children and adolescents throughout 
key provisions.  It ensures that CAPs are appropriately included with other valued psychiatric care 
team professionals in Federal program and policy changes.  The bill also specifies that a new Assistant 
Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Disorders must be a top mental health 
professional, in particular a psychiatrist or CAP. 
 
Another House mental health bill (H.R. 4435) fails to consistently include kids in its proposed 
policies and programs.  It does not use the required Federal regulatory term “Serious Emotional 
Disturbance” (SED) for affected patients up to age 18, thus preventing Federal programs and 
benefits from flowing to children and adolescents with mental illness.  
  
The other House and Senate mental health bills (H.R. 4435 and S. 2680) also do not consistently 
include CAPs among psychiatric care team professionals, thus allowing Federal regulators to exclude 
them from important programs.  
 
AACAP strongly supports H.R. 2646 and is working closely with House and Senate offices and 
committees to ensure that key provisions in all major mental health bills includes kids, CAPs, and 
advance related workforce reform. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL ASK:  
 Please co-sponsor and support H.R. 2646, the “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 

2015,” sponsored by Reps. Tim Murphy (R-PA) and Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX). 
 

 Please ensure that kids and CAPs are included in H.R. 4435, the “Comprehensive Behavioral 
Health Reform and Recovery Act of 2016,” (Green (D-TX)), and S. 2680, the “Mental Health Reform 
Act of 2016,” (Alexander (R-TN), Murray (D-WA)). 

 


