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ISSUE:
Congress has never funded and has let expire a critical Public Health Service Act provision that would 
increase the number of Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists through a simple medical student loan debt 
relief and incentive program, (42 U.S.C. § 295f).

BACKGROUND:
America’s child and adolescent population currently totals some 75 million individuals, with several hundred 
thousand children joining these ranks yearly.  

Mental illness impacts 1 in 5 of America’s young people, and 50% of all lifetime cases begin by age 14, and 
75% by age 24.

At the same time, Child & Adolescent Psychiatrists (CAPs) number only 8,300, (including the semi-retired), 
based on recent AMA Masterfile training and self-reported data,with little to no growth over the past 
decade.  Estimates place the current need at over 30,000 CAPs in the U.S.

With increased incidence and reports of a wide-range of mental health, developmental and behavioral disorders 
nationally, wait times to see a CAP now average 7.5 weeks.  Making this matter worse, physicians are not 
filling available seats in specialized Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship training programs for a 
number of reasons, including staggering medical student debt.  And, at the same time, the mean age of CAPs is
53 years, meaning that the shortage may soon grow even worse.

In recent years, Congress authorized, but then failed to fund the “Investment in Tomorrow’s Pediatric Health 
Care Workforce” program under the Public Health Service Act.  The provision authorized $50 million 
annually for pediatric subspecialty workforce growth, with up to $20 million each year specifically 
designated to increase the numbers of Child & Adolescent Psychiatrists. 

This means that a licensed psychiatrist, who is receiving or has completed specialized additional Child & 
Adolescent Psychiatry training, may be eligible for up to $35,000 annually in principal and interest debt relief 
on his or her college and medical student loans.  To qualify, the CAP must contract to work full-time for 2-3 
years in a medically underserved area or serve a medically underserved population.

CONGRESSIONAL ASK:
• Please co-sponsor H.R. 1827, the “Pediatric Subspecialty and Mental Health Workforce Reauthorization Act 

of 2013” (Courtney (D-CT)), and support the introduction of a Senate companion bill.

• In addition, support $50 Million in House and Senate Appropriations for FY 2015 to fully fund this Public 
Health Service Act pediatric subspecialty loan relief program.
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