
Career Development Forum (CDF)
Research in child and adolescent mental health

Monday, August 1, 2022 | 8:00-9:30 PM ET | REGISTER HERE

This event is supported by the AACAP Committee on Medical Students and Residents, along with the 
AACAP Research Committee.

GET INVOLVED! Check out the MSR welcome flyer to explore opportunities 

for networking  and involvement in conjunction with AACAP’s components. If you 

wish to explore involvement with a committee, contact the staff liaison listed in 

the hyperlinked AACAP Component Chairs list. If you wish to be contacted for 

any events offered by the MSR committee or AACAP’s affinity groups,

sign up HERE.

THANK YOU! AACAP’s Committee on Medical Students and Residents wishes to thank Abishek Bala, MD, 

for organizing this event, and the Research Committee panelists for their mentorship.

Formally a core Annual Meeting program, the Career Development Forum (CDF) series offers the opportunity to  

receive career-specific guidance from esteemed child and adolescent psychiatry (CAP) mentors.

MENTOR PANEL

Kevin Gray, MD | graykm@musc.edu

Kevin M. Gray, M.D., is a Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences and 

serves as Assistant Vice President for Research at the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC). 

As a child and adolescent psychiatrist co-leading the MUSC Youth Collaborative, he conducts National 

Institutes of Health supported clinical research, contributing novel advances to treatments for 

substance use disorders in adolescents and young adults. Dr. Gray serves on the Executive 

Committee of the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry and is Principal Investigator of the 

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Physician Scientist Program in Substance Use 

Ellen Hoffman, MD, PhD | ellen.hoffman@yale.edu

Ellen Hoffman is an Assistant Professor at the Yale Child Study Center and Department of 

Neuroscience. She is a child psychiatrist, psychiatric geneticist, and neurobiologist. Her lab specializes 

in the functional analysis of genes in neurodevelopmental disorders. They focus on translational 

research aimed at understanding the biological mechanisms underlying autism spectrum disorders and 

discovering new pharmacological treatments. The long-term goal of her research is to use this gene-

based approach to identify relevant biological pathways and novel pharmacological treatments that 

target these pathways. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0odumgqDgtEt35KMPw_7lRxOithmLZeaS3
https://bit.ly/3c6yywk
https://bit.ly/36CYFrQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AACAP_engage
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Heather Joseph, DO | liebherrh@upmc.edu

Heather Joseph, DO is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Pediatrics at the University of 

Pittsburgh. She completed the Psychiatry Research Pathway during her resident and CAP fellowship 

and subsequently a T32 postdoctoral research fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center/Western Psychiatric Hospital. She is the recipient of a NIMH K23 Career Development Award 

to examine early (neonate and infant) signals of inattention in offspring of parents with ADHD.
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Alexandra Bey, MD, PhD | alexandra.bey@duke.edu

Alex Bey is a 2nd year child and adolescent psychiatry fellow at Duke University. She conducted her 

dissertation research into the circuit basis of autism-related behaviors in genetically modified mice. 

She continued research throughout residency and fellowship, applying in vivo electrophysiology to 

autism model mice to learn relevant brain networks, as well as participating in clinical research to 

develop additional behavioral measures of core autism features in young kids. Her long term focus is 

to develop behavioral and electrophysiological biomarkers that can be used across species to allow for 

greater synergy in pre-clinical and clinical research. 

Jerome Taylor, MD | taylorje@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

Jerome H. Taylor, MD is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

(CHOP) at the University of Pennsylvania. He spends 30% of his time treating children and 

adolescents with psychosis (ages 10-21) and 70% of his time on research. Dr. Taylor’s translational 

and clinical research program focuses on understanding the biological mechanisms of psychotic 

disorders, like schizophrenia and bipolar disorder with psychotic features, to inform novel biologically-

targeted treatment development. He is particularly interested in the roles that oxidative stress, 

neuroinflammation, and circadian rhythm play in psychosis symptom progression in youth.

https://bit.ly/3c6yywk
https://bit.ly/36CYFrQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AACAP_engage


Career Development Forum: 

Research in child and adolescent mental health
Monday, August 1, 2022 | 8:00-9:30 PM ET 

GET INVOLVED! Check out the MSR welcome flyer to explore opportunities 

for networking  and involvement in conjunction with AACAP’s components. If you 

wish to explore involvement with a committee, contact the staff liaison listed in 

the hyperlinked AACAP Component Chairs list. If you wish to be contacted for 

any events offered by the MSR committee or AACAP’s affinity groups,

sign up HERE.

THANK YOU! AACAP’s Committee on Medical Students and Residents wishes to thank Abishek Bala, MD, 

for organizing this event, and the Research Committee panelists for their mentorship.

Gil Hoftman, MD, PhD | ghoftman@mednet.ucla.edu

Gil Hoftman is an early career psychiatrist scientist who recently became a tenure track Assistant 

Professor at UCLA. He completed his MD/PhD and much of psychiatry residency and CAP fellowship 

training at the University of Pittsburgh. He studies neurobiological correlates of psychosis risk using 

imaging genetics and is an active CAP. He looks forward to discussing physician scientist research 

career development, with numerous transitions to navigate from training to junior faculty, including 

starting a lab, staying active in clinic, and teaching trainees in different contexts.

Anna Ordóñez, MD | anna.ordonez@nih.gov

Anna E. Ordóñez, M.D., M.A.S., is the Director of the Office of Clinical Research at the National 

Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). She received her M.D. from the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, in 

Bogotá, Colombia and her Adult Psychiatry and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry training at the 

University of California, San Francisco (UCSF). She is board certified both in adult and child & 

adolescent psychiatry. She has also completed postdoctoral research fellowships both at the NIMH 

and UCSF, and a master’s degree in Advanced Sciences in Clinical Research (M.A.S.) at UCSF. Prior 

to returning to NIMH, she held a faculty position at UCSF, where among other duties, she was the 

Medical Director of the Division of Infant, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. She has also engaged in 

research studies of typical and atypical brain development and of evidence based psychosocial 

interventions to enhance psychological resilience in the United States, Costa Rica and Colombia. 
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