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Support the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project in FY13 Budget 
Urge Your Massachusetts Representative to Improve MCPAP Funding 
 
The Massachusetts Legislature is currently working to shape the Fiscal Year 2013 budget, including 
funding for the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project (MCPAP).  The House will release their 
budget in mid-April and the Senate will follow in May.  In the coming weeks, each member of the House 
will meet with the Committee on Ways and Means to provide input.  AACAP supports models of care 
that will improve access to mental health services for children.  This is a critical opportunity to ensure 
that MCPAP receives adequate funding in next year’s state budget.  
 
We need your help to encourage all House members to advocate for MCPAP during budget 
negotiations.  A bill, SB 1960, has been put forth that would require commercial insurers to pay their fair 
share for MCPAP services.  When speaking to House members, our goal is to:  

• increase funding to $3.2 million (from $2.5 million); and 
• ensure that the additional funding is supported by assessment on commercial insurers, as 

outlined in SB 1960 so that there will be no increased cost to the state.  
 
CLICK HERE to find contact information for your Representative and use the following talking points to 
shape your message: 
 

• I am NAME, a child and adolescent psychiatrist practicing in [NAME OF CITY/TOWN]. 
• As you discuss the FY13 budget with the Committee on Ways and Means, I urge you to ask them 

to increase funding for MCPAP to $3.2 million.  Additionally, please encourage them to require 
that the additional funding for MCPAP be raised through assessment on commercial insurers so 
that the state does not have any additional cost.   

• Current funding for MCPAP allows programs to operate only 4 days per week causing some 
children to not get timely mental health services.    

• Currently, 60% of MCPAP services are used by members of commercial insurers.  However, the 
commercial insurers do not pay any of the program costs.  By requiring that commercial insurers 
pay their fair share, the state will generate $1.5 million in revenues that can be used to restore 
MCPAP to full-time operations at no cost to the state budget. 

• MCPAP is a system of regional children's mental health consultation teams designed to help 
primary care providers meet the needs of children with psychiatric problems. 

• The program has proven to be effective with over 20,000 encounters per year.  It has enrolled 
most primary care practices, representing an estimated 95 percent of all youth in the state, and 
has high rates of primary care participation in every legislative district.  

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4f6a18fe1c&sid=
http://www.malegislature.gov/People/Search


• As a result of the program, primary care doctors report higher ratings of their ability to serve 
children with mental health problems.  


