
 
4/4/2011 

 
Urge the Texas House Insurance Committee to Support Coverage for Children with 

Mental Illness 
 
Tomorrow, the Texas House Insurance Committee will consider HB 1192, which would 
require private insurance coverage for children with serious emotional disturbances.  
Current state law does not require insurance coverage for all serious emotional 
disturbances, leaving coverage to the discretion of insurance companies.  Consequently, the 
law results in financial burdens and barriers to treatment for children diagnosed with ADHD, 
anxiety disorders, eating disorders, attachment disorders, and conduct disorders.  HB 1192 
would end the discriminatory insurance practices that prevent children from receiving the 
mental health treatment they need. 
   
The bill will be considered by the House Insurance Committee on April 5th at 
1:30pm.  We urge you to call members of the committee and let them know your 
support this bill.  See below for the committee’s contact information, as well talking points 
to shape your message. 
 
House Insurance Committee 

 Rep. John T. Smithee, Chair – 512 463 0702 
 Rep. Craig Eiland, Vice Chair – 512 463 0502 
 Rep. Kelly Hancock - 512 463 0599 
 Rep. Barbara Nash - 512 463 0562 
 Rep. Kenneth Sheets - 512 463 0244 
 Rep. Larry Taylor - 512 463 0729 
 Rep. Raul Torres - 512 463 0484 
 Rep. Hubert Vo - 512 463 0568 
 Rep. Armando Walle - 512 463 0924 

Talking Points 

 HB 1192 would require private insurance coverage for children with serious 
emotional disturbances and has the potential to help thousands of Texan children 
with mental illness.  

 In Texas, approximately 288,000 children live with serious mental health conditions. 
Yet, the majority do not receive treatment.  

 When left untreated, these disorders can lead to tragic consequences, including the 
loss of critical developmental years, school drop-out, involvement with law 
enforcement and suicide.   

 In Texas, suicide is the third leading cause of death for 11-18 year-olds.   



 Current state law does not require insurance coverage for all serious emotional 
disturbances, leaving coverage to the discretion of insurance companies.  
Consequently, the law results in financial burdens and barriers to treatment for 
children with serious mental illness.   

 I urge you to support HB 1192, which would end the discriminatory insurance 
practices that prevent children from receiving the mental health treatment they 
need. 


