
 
6/17/2011 

 
Support the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project in FY12 Budget 

Contact Your Massachusetts Legislators TODAY 
 
The Massachusetts House and Senate Ways and Means Committees are currently in 
conference committee meetings to determine the final FY12 state budget. The budget 
includes a line item called Senate new line item 5042-6000 (MCPAP), which will require 
commercial insurers to contribute their fair share of support to the Massachusetts Child 
Psychiatry Access Project (MCPAP).  If passed, this line item will substantially increase the 
MCPAP budget and secure the funding stream for the program for many years to come.   
 
The following members have been appointed to the conference committee: Senate Ways 
and Means Chairman Stephen Brewer, Senator Steven Baddour and Senator Michael Knapik 
(R); and House Ways and Means Chairman Brian Dempsey, Representative Stephen Kulik 
and Representative Viriato deMacedo (R). 
 
We urge all Massachusetts AACAP members to contact your State Representative 
and Senator TODAY and ask them to urge the conferees to support high-quality 
children's mental health services in the Commonwealth and express your special 
support for Senate line item 5042-6000.  
 
CLICK HERE to find contact information for your state legislators and use the following 
talking points to shape your message: 

 I am [NAME], a child and adolescent psychiatrist practicing in [NAME OF 
CITY/TOWN]. 

 As the Ways and Means conference committee deliberates the final FY12 budget, I 
urge you to contact them with your support for high-quality children's mental health 
services in the Commonwealth. 

 Particularly, I ask that you support Senate line item 5042-6000, which will require 
commercial insurers to contribute their fair share of support to the Massachusetts 
Child Psychiatry Access Project (MCPAP). 

 MCPAP is a system of regional children's mental health consultation teams designed 
to help primary care providers meet the needs of children with psychiatric problems. 

 The program has proven to be effective.  It has enrolled most primary care practices, 
representing an estimated 95 percent of all youth in the state, and has high rates of 
primary care participation.  

 As a result of the program, primary care doctors report higher ratings of their ability 
to serve children with mental health problems. 


