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Ask Your Member of Congress To Vote For An Amendment  

To Provide Funding To Children’s Psychiatric Hospitals 
 

The VOTE is Tomorrow! 

The children’s hospital graduate medical education program is being reauthorized in the 
House of Representatives.  An amendment by Elliot Engel (D-NY) that would allow a small 
number of children’s psychiatric teaching hospitals to become eligible for funding from this 
program is going to be introduced.  We need to tell members of the Health Subcommittee of 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee to VOTE YES on this amendment! 
 
BACKGROUND:  Under the current Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education 
Payment Program (CHGME), children’s psychiatric teaching hospitals are exempt from 
funding.  A bill called The Children’s Hospital Education Equity Act was introduced by 
Representative Ciciline (D-RI) last week.  This bill would expand the definition of a 
“children's hospital” to include “a freestanding psychiatric hospital with 90 percent or more 
inpatients under the age of 18, that has its own Medicare provider number as of December 
6, 1999, and that has an accredited residency program.”   
 
If your Representative is on the list below, he/she is a member of the health subcommittee 
and it is VITAL that you contact them today. 

 Rep. Joe Pitts (PA-16) (202) 225-2411 

 Rep. Michael Burgess (TX-26) (202) 225-7772 

 Rep. Edward Whitfield (KY-1) (202) 225-3115 

 Rep. John Shimkus (IL-19) (202) 225-5271 

 Rep. Mike Rogers (MI-8) (202) 225-4872 

 Rep. Sue Myrick (NC-9) (202) 225-1976 

 Rep. Tim Murphy (PA-18) (202) 225-2301 

 Rep. Marsha Blackburn (TN-7) (202) 225-2811 

 Rep. Phil Gingrey (GA-11) (202) 225-2931 

 Rep. Bob Latta (OH-5) (202) 225-6405 

 Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA-5) (202) 225-2006 

 Rep. Leonard Lance (NJ-7) (202) 225- 5361 

 Rep. Bill Cassidy (LA-6) (202) 225-3901 

 Rep. Brett Guthrie (KY-2) (202) 225-3501 



 Rep. Joe Barton (TX-6) (202) 225-2002 

 Rep. Fred Upton (MI-6) (202) 225-3761 

 Rep. Frank Pallone (NJ-6) (202) 225-4671 

 Rep. John Dingell (MI-15) (202) 225-4071 

 Rep. Edolphus Towns (NY-10) (202) 225-5936 

 Rep Lois Capps (CA-23) (202) 225-3601 

 Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL-9) (202) 225-2111 

 Rep. Charlie Gonzalez (TX-20) (202) 225-3236 

 Rep. Tammy Baldwin (WI-2) (202) 225-2906 

 Rep. Mike Ross (AR-4) (202) 225-3772 

 Rep. Jim Matheson (UT-2) (202) 225-3011 

 Rep. Henry Waxman (CA-30)  (202) 225-3576 
 
 
Call your Representative’s office and ask them to “vote YES on Representative 
Engel’s amendment to the Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education 
Reauthorization Act during tomorrow’s Health subcommittee markup.” 
 
Talking points: 

 Inpatient children’s psychiatric hospitals tailor care and treatment to 
children with serious mental and behavioral health conditions.  Enabling 
residents to learn about the most effective treatment options for children with 
mental and behavioral health conditions will improve care for children across the 
country. 

 Like other children’s hospitals, children’s psychiatric hospitals cannot 
receive GME funding through Medicare because of their unique patient-mix.  
Children’s psychiatric hospitals, however, also cannot receive CHGME funding to 
support their residency programs because they are licensed as psychiatric hospitals, 
not children’s hospitals, despite almost exclusively treating children. 

 Only one-half of one percent of the total CHGME funds would be used to 
support residency programs in children’s psychiatric hospitals.  Under the 
Engel amendment, only a limited number of children’s psychiatric hospitals would 
qualify for this funding.  

If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org)   
Michael Linskey, Assistant Director, Federal Government Affairs (mlinskey@aacap.org)   
Elizabeth DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager (edilauro@aacap.org)      
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org) 


