
 
July/August 2010 

 
Congressional Fellow to Serve in Office of Senator Stabenow 
Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support and Early Intervening Services to 

Improve Student Academic Achievement Act Introduced 
Health Information Technology Extension for Behavioral Health Services Act of 

2010 Introduced in the Senate 
JJDPA Introduced in the House 
State Advocacy Update 

• New York Legislature Approve Legislation to Study ADHD Medications 
• Massachusetts and New York Pass Autism Parity Legislation 
• Pennsylvania and California Address Life without Parole for Juvenile Offenders 
• Illinois Creates New Bullying and Suicide Prevention Laws 

Advocacy Tip of the Month: Submit an Op-Ed about Child Well-Being in your State 
NIMH Seeking Outreach Partners in States 

 
Congressional Fellow to Serve in Office of Senator Stabenow 

 
Scott Palyo, M.D., was selected as AACAP’s second Congressional Fellow.  He will 
serve in Senator Debbie Stabenow’s office (D-MI) from September 2010 through July 
2011. Dr. Palyo will have the opportunity to work with Congressional staff on a variety 
of issues, including medical education, school-based mental health, and health 
information technology policy. 
 
Dr. Palyo recently finished his child fellowship at St. Vincent Hospital Medical Center 
College in New York City.  His interest in public policy began when he saw how mental 
health public services can “transform families and children.” With the passage of health 
care reform, he wanted to “be a part of how the future (of healthcare services are) being 
implemented.” 
 
The 11-month Congressional Fellowship program is designed to educate policymakers 
and Congressional staff about child and adolescent psychiatry, and to foster awareness of 
children’s mental health issues within the public policy arena. Application instructions 
and more information on the 2011-2012 program can be found here.  
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http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/aacap_2010_congressional_fellowship_program


Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations 
 
The House and the Senate have been working on the government’s budget for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2011 this summer.  AACAP continues to advocate for full funding of the pediatric 
loan forgiveness provision that we were successful in authorizing in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act.  Click here to view a description of this provision 
and other AACAP Healthcare Reform Principles in the Act. 
 
The House passed its Appropriations bill out of the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services and Education, but did not have a full committee vote before adjourning 
for the remainder of August. The Subcommittee summary chart is available 
here.  Chairman Obey’s (D-WI) staff has indicated that workforce is a priority for him as 
he moves his last appropriations bill forward before his retirement.  However, funding is 
at a premium, and an appropriation for our pediatric loan repayment program was not 
included in the Subcommittee markup. Please see below for a breakdown of the House 
Subcommittee bill.  We are working with our contacts in the House to get details on 
appropriations for specific children’s programs within these agencies, including the 
breakdown of education programs in the Health Resources Services Administration 
(HRSA): 

• NIH funding is consistent with the President’s request ($32.007 billion).  
• SAMSHA would receive $3.581 billion: $19 million more than FY 2010, but $99 

million less than the President’s request. 
• CDC funding would increase $32 million to $6.782 billion, despite the President’s 

requested cut for FY 2011.  
• HRSA would receive $7.616 billion under the proposal, which is a $99 million 

increase from FY 2010, but $20 million less than the President’s request. 
• Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) would maintain its FY 2010 

level of funding at $397 million for FY 2011.  However, the President requested 
$611 million for AHRQ. 

 
The Senate approved its Labor, Health and Human Services Appropriations bill last 
week.  Click here for the full summary chart.  Mental health received an increase of 
approximately $1 million.  The summary chart does not provide funding levels for each 
agency and does not provide further detail on funding levels for specific programs.  
Therefore, it is not currently clear what portion of the funding is dedicated to various 
programs under SAMHSA, CMHS, NIMH, HRSA, and CDC. 
 
We continue to aggressively advocate for funding for the pediatric loan repayment 
program.  We will work with the full House Appropriations Committee for its inclusion, 
as well as the House and Senate conferees when the bills go to conference committee.   
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http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/Healthcare_Principles_Grid_03-31-10.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/images/stories/pdf/lhhse/FY2011_LHHS_Summary_Tabel-07.15.2010.pdf
http://appropriations.senate.gov/news.cfm?method=news.view&id=b9a9897d-6d3f-4ad9-9872-ac20495afce5


Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support and Early Intervening Services to 
Improve Student Academic Achievement Act Introduced 

 
Senator Michael Bennett (D-CO) introduced the Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Support and Early Intervening Services to Improve Student Academic Achievement Act 
(S. 3733) on August 5, 2010.  This bill will allow State educational agencies, local 
educational agencies, and schools to implement school-wide positive behavioral 
interventions and supports (PBIS) and early intervening services (EIS). The ultimate 
goals of these interventions are to improve student academic achievement, reduce over-
identification of individuals with disabilities, and reduce disciplinary problems in 
schools.  A related bill in the House, the Positive Behavior for Safe and Effective Schools 
Act (H.R. 2597), was introduced by Representative Phil Hare (D-IL) in October 2009 and 
is currently in the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary 
Education. 
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Health Information Technology Extension for Behavioral Health Services Act of 
2010 Introduced in the Senate 

 
Last week, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) introduced S. 3709, which would extend 
health information technology assistance eligibility to behavioral health providers.  
Specifically, the bill would clarify the definition of “health care provider” to include 
behavioral and mental health professionals, substance abuse professionals, psychiatric 
hospitals, behavioral and mental health clinics, and substance use treatment facilities. It 
also extends Medicaid meaningful use incentives to these same areas and establishes 
grants for those mental health treatment facilities that are currently not eligible for 
meaningful use incentives through the HITECH Act. These grants are to be used to 
purchase certified electronic health records (EHRs), and train medical staff in the use of 
EHR systems. Current Senate cosponsors are Senators Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Al 
Franken (D-MN), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Jack Reed (D-RI), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), 
and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI).  The bill is a companion to H.R. 5040, sponsored by 
Representatives Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) and Tim Murphy (R-PA). 
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JJDPA Introduced in the House 
 

Congressmen Keith Ellison (D-MN) and Bobby Scott (D-VA) introduced H.R. 6029, the 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Reauthorization Act (JJDPA), in the House 
this week.  The bill, companion legislation to S. 678, will reauthorize a number of 
prevention, early intervention and treatment programs within juvenile justice facilities. 
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http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15856576
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15193796
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15856611
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15202221
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15856591
http://capwiz.com/aacap/issues/bills/?bill=15193831


State Advocacy Update 
 
AACAP is actively tracking state legislation related to child psychiatry and children’s 
mental health across the country.  To see what’s happening in your state, click here and 
select your state on the map.  Read on to learn about legislative activity from July and 
August. 
 
New York Legislature Approve Legislation to Study ADHD Medications 
The New York legislature recently passed AB 5602, which would direct the state 
Department of Health to study the effects of medications which are prescribed for 
attention deficit disorders in school-age children.  While research on this issue is certainly 
needed, the legislation is significantly unbalanced and focuses heavily on the harmful 
side effects of these medications and does not address their benefits.  AACAP Advocacy 
Liaisons, Warren Ng, M.D., Jose Vito, M.D., Gabrielle Shapiro, M.D., and Hina 
Irshad, M.D., sent a letter to Governor Paterson on behalf of the New York Council of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (NYCCAP) to urge his veto of the legislation. 
 
Massachusetts and New York Pass Autism Parity Legislation 
The New York legislature also recently approved SB 7000, which would mandate that 
health insurance policies provide coverage for the screening, diagnosis and treatment of 
autism spectrum disorders that is consistent with the other benefits provided under that 
policy.  The NYCCAP is in favor of this parity legislation and urged Governor Paterson’s 
support.   
 
Meanwhile, on August 3rd, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick signed HB 4935 into 
law, requiring insurers to cover a range of services for children with autism.   
 
Pennsylvania and California Address Life without Parole for Juvenile Offenders 
Following the May 17th Supreme Court decision against the practice of sentencing 
juveniles to life without parole for crimes other than homicide, several states are now 
considering related legislation.  In Pennsylvania, HB 1999, was heard in the Judiciary 
Committee on August 4th.  If passed, the bill would abolish a sentence of life without 
parole for juvenile offenders and would allow those serving a sentence of life 
imprisonment for an offense committed while the person was a juvenile to apply for re-
sentencing.  AACAP Advocacy Liaisons, Randy Gurak, M.D., and Manuel Reich, 
M.D., urged Pennsylvania AACAP members to contact the Judiciary Committee and 
show their support of the legislation.   
 
California’s SB 399 would authorize a prisoner who was under 18 years of age at the 
time of committing an offense for which the prisoner was sentenced to life without parole 
to submit a petition for re-sentencing.  The bill has passed the state Senate and is 
currently being considered by the state Assembly.  The California Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry has been a strong supporter of the bill since its introduction in 
2009.   
 
To read AACAP and the American Medical Association’s amicus brief on the Supreme 
Court case, click here.   
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http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c5c4df370e&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c587d63418&sid=
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/NY_letter_to_Governor_7-2-10.pdf
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c5885c029b&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c5b281428a&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c597a9a29b&sid=
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c597da329b&sid=
http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/amicus_curiae


 
Illinois Creates New Bullying and Suicide Prevention Laws 
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn recently signed two new prevention bills into law.  The first, 
HB 4672, amends school code to require that school personnel are trained in suicide 
prevention, including the warning signs of suicidal behavior of adolescents and 
appropriate techniques for referral and intervention.  The second bill, SB 3266, also 
amends school code to strengthen the state’s anti-bullying statute, including the creation 
of a new statewide School Bullying Prevention Task Force.  
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Advocacy Tip of the Month: 
Submit an Op-Ed about Child Well-Being in your State 

   
Each year, the Annie E. Casey Foundation publishes the KIDS COUNT Data Book to 
track the well-being of children throughout the country.  KIDS COUNT provides access 
to data for hundreds of indicators and allows users to search for information within and 
across states. The recent release of the 2010 data provides a great advocacy opportunity 
for AACAP members.  We encourage you to submit an opinion-editorial to your local 
newspaper to call attention to how children are faring in your state.   
 

• Use AACAP’s sample op-ed as a basis for your submission. 
• Insert state-specific data in your op-ed by using the KIDS COUNT Data Center. 
• Contact your local paper to learn about their op-ed submission guidelines.  You 

can use AACAP’s Legislative Action Center to look up phone numbers and 
websites for newspapers in your state.  

 
AACAP is happy to help you customize and submit your op-ed!  Contact Liz DiLauro, 
Grassroots Advocacy Manager, at edilauro@aacap.org or 202-966-7300 x107 for 
assistance. 
 

[return to top] 
 

NIMH Seeking Outreach Partners in States 
 

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) is soliciting proposals to become an 
NIMH Outreach Partner from the following states: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Delaware, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, Washington, and Wyoming. Charitable non-profit organizations 
that conduct statewide outreach focused on mental disorders are encouraged to apply.   
 
Each Outreach Partner will receive a $7,500 yearly stipend to conduct statewide, science-
based mental health outreach and education efforts.  They, in turn, help NIMH 
disseminate that information throughout their state.  The program is also designed to 
provide Outreach Partners with the opportunity to communicate to NIMH the public 
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http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/viewrpt?report=4c59ac9b968&sid=
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health needs of communities within their states.  This feedback becomes an essential part 
of the planning process for developing the NIMH research agenda and provides insights 
that will help NIMH meet the needs of an increasingly diverse population.   
 
The application will be available at http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partnership-
program/solicitation-process/outreach-partners-solicitation-process.shtml on Monday, 
August 16, 2010.  Proposals must be received no later than Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at 
4PM ET.   

 
 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs & Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org) 
Jennifer Medicus, Assistant Director, Clinical Practice (jmedicus@aacap.org) 
Elizabeth DiLauro, Grassroots Advocacy Manager (edilauro@aacap.org)  
Adriano Boccanelli, Clinical Practice Manager (aboccanelli@aacap.org) 
Karen Davis, Legislative Coordinator (kdavis@aacap.org) 
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http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partnership-program/solicitation-process/outreach-partners-solicitation-process.shtml
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