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Urge Your Florida State Representative to Vote ‘No’ on SB 724  
Call Today!   

The Florida House of Representatives is currently considering a bill (SB 724) that creates 
restrictions on providing medical care for children in foster care and could prevent these 
children from receiving the treatment they need. SB 724, passed by the Senate and now up 
for a vote in the House of Representatives, includes a provision that will require child and 
adolescent psychiatrists to meet a very high legal standard prior to putting a foster care 
child on medication.  This will put the courts between a patient and their doctor.   

Call your Representative today and urge them to vote No on SB 724.  Click here to 
find their contact information and use the talking points below to help shape your message. 

 SB 724 includes a provision that could severely restrict a doctor’s ability to prescribe 
medication for children with mental illness living in foster care.  It creates a legal 
standard that could put the courts in between a patient and their doctor and could 
jeopardize the health of foster children who have legitimate mental health care 
needs.  

 The legal standard in this bill is “compelling governmental interest.”  This is a 
standard of review that a judge uses, but is not used in any medical context.   

 When child psychiatrists prescribe medication, they follow appropriate treatment 
guidelines and do so in the best interest of that child.  SB 724 does not use medical 
guidelines for treatment decisions, but instead uses a legal term (compelling 
government interest), which has no medical relevance.  

 Nobody wants our children in foster care to be overmedicated.  Children in foster 
care should receive the appropriate evaluation and treatments necessary.   

 This provision of SB 724 has never had a hearing in the House of Representatives 
and therefore has not been subject to debate by members of the House.  

 


