
 
November 10, 2009 
 
 
Dear AACAP Members: 
 
On Saturday night the House of Representatives passed their healthcare reform, HR 
3962, the Affordable Healthcare for America Act, legislation. The bill has certain 
provisions that are significant steps forward for your patients and child and 
adolescent psychiatrists, such as: 

• The inclusion of insurance reforms such as prohibiting discrimination against 
individuals with pre-existing conditions and prohibiting insurers from applying 
annual and lifetime caps;  

• The inclusion of mental health and substance use disorders in the minimum 
benefit package that all qualified health plans will have to offer;  

• The expansion of the Wellstone Domenici parity law to all qualified health 
insurance plans;  

• Grants to training programs for interdisciplinary training, coordination of the 
delivery of health care within and across settings, including health care 
institutions, community-based settings, and the patient’s home;  

• Coverage of A and B recommendations from the Task Force on Clinical 
Preventive Services in the prevention benefit package for policies offered 
through the health exchange that will expand access to mental health and 
addictive disorder screenings for adults and adolescents;    

• Grants for substance use disorder and mental illness screening, brief 
intervention and treatment;  

• Increases Medicaid rates to Medicare levels by 2013.  

The bill is not perfect and it does not include everything child psychiatrists and 
patient groups want, however it is a step forward.  
 
Unfortunately, it does not include a loan forgiveness provision for child psychiatry 
residents (like the Senate HELP bill.) Earlier last week, we alerted AACAP’s 
Legislative Network regarding Representative Matheson’s (D-UT) push to have an 
amendment to provide loan forgiveness for pediatric medical subspecialists and child 
mental health providers accepted for floor debate. There were almost 70 other 
amendments to consider however, under House Rules, only accepted one for debate.  
 
Other provisions added in the Senate bill include protecting the SCHIP program – 
rather than moving these children into Medicaid or the public plan and grants 
specifically for child mental health training programs. 
 
The next step for the Affordable Healthcare for America Act is for the Senate to take 



up its version of the bill. Earlier this year both the Senate Finance Committee and 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee (HELP) had individual bills in their 
committees. Under the guidance of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), a 
select number of Senators were working behind closed doors to create a single bill to 
present to the Senate for debate. Once the Senate debates their bill, the House and 
Senate will conference to debate a single bill. From there both chambers will vote for 
final passage. Once passed the bill is sent to the President for his signature.  
 
AACAP continues to be fully involved in the healthcare debate – advocating for 
AACAP healthcare reform principles. We are working with Members of Congress and 
their staff, various coalition organizations representing allied mental health 
professionals, parent advocacy organizations, other pediatric medical subspecialties 
groups, and medical organizations.  
 
Most recently we were involved in the AMA discussion of healthcare reform during 
their interim meeting. During the meeting AMA President Jim Rohack, M.D. was on 
MSNBC talking about AMA’s position on HR 3962. When asked what he would like to 
see improved in the House bill he commented, while the bill supports primary care 
physician graduate medical education expansion there are other areas underserved 
such as child and adolescent psychiatry, general surgery and addiction medicine that 
warrant consideration. This was not an isolated comment as he has expressed this 
same opinion since June of 2009. 
 
We will continue working with other associations, groups and individuals in our 
efforts with urging Congress to pass legislation that protects children, providing a 
healthy start that will generate the limitless possibilities for the next generation. 
 
There are many opportunities to continue to work to improve the legislation and we 
will alert you to any and all changes as they occur. We will continue to call upon you 
to assist us in advocating for child and adolescent psychiatry and children and 
families with mental illnesses 
 
If you have any questions, or would like to be on our Legislative Network, please 
email me at kkroeger@aacap.org.  
 
Thank you for your advocacy! 
 
 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski 
Senior Deputy Executive Director 
Director, Government Affairs and Clinical Practice 

http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/legislative_action/legislative_initiatives

