
 
November 20, 2009 
 
 
Dear AACAP Members: 
 
Yesterday, the Senate released their healthcare reform bill, the Patients Protection and 
Affordable Care Act.  This bill is a result of two Committee’s (Finance Cmte. and Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Cmte.) deliberations and negotiations.  The bill has 
retained two specific provisions AACAP has been advocating for to increase the number 
of students trained in child and adolescent psychiatry: 
 
• Establishment of a loan repayment program for up to $35K per year, for child and 

adolescent psychiatrists who are or will be working in a Health Professional Shortage 
Area, Medically Underserved Area, or with a Medically Underserved Population 

 
• Give grants to graduate schools for development, expansion, or enhancement of 

training programs in social work, graduate psychology, professional training in child 
and adolescent mental health, and pre-service or in-service training to 
paraprofessionals in child and adolescent mental health. 

 
The bill also has many protections for your patients such as: 

• Prohibiting discrimination against individuals with pre-existing conditions and 
prohibiting insurers from applying annual and lifetime caps; 

• The inclusion of mental health and substance use disorders in the minimum benefit 
package that all qualified health plans must offer; 

• Mental health parity applies to all plans sold in the exchange. 
 

The bill is not perfect and it does not include everything AACAP has been advocating 
for.  We will continue to work to improve the bill and advocate for AACAP’s healthcare 
reform principles.  To view a side-by-side of the House and Senate bills click here. 
 
The Senate is expected to vote to invoke cloture on Saturday morning (this is where 60 
votes are needed to stop a potential filibuster). This triggers 30 hours post cloture debate 
over the weekend. After the 30 hours, they will vote on the motion to proceed - a 50 vote 
threshold. All of this is procedural and amendments wouldn't be in order until the debate 
begins. Once the Senate debates its bill and if it passes, the House and Senate will 
negotiate a single bill.   
 
There will be many opportunities to continue to work to improve the legislation and we 
will alert you as necessary.  We will continue to call upon you to be active advocates for 
child and adolescent psychiatry and children and families with mental illnesses 
 

http://www.aacap.org/galleries/legislative_action_alerts/HCR%20principles%20pamphlet.pdf
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/default-file/House_and_Senate_comparison_11_19_09.doc


If you have any questions, or would like to be on our Legislative Network, please email 
me at kkroeger@aacap.org.   
 
Thank you for your advocacy! 
 
Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski 
Senior Deputy Executive Director 
Director, Government Affairs and Clinical Practice 
 


