
 
Congress Needs to Hear from You on Health Care Reform! 

Now Is The Time!!! 
 

 
Dear AACAP Members: 
 
As you know, Congress is hoping to pass health care reform legislation this year.  
AACAP is working to ensure that child and adolescent psychiatrists and children with 
mental illnesses are included in this most important legislation. Initially, Congress 
expected to present the President with a completed piece of legislation by early August; 
however, that ambitious timeline seems unlikely and the debate will continue into the 
fall.   
 
The House of Representatives has three committees debating America’s Affordable 
Health Choice Act (HR 3200), Ways and Means Committee, Education and Labor 
Committee and Energy and Commerce Committee. Two of the three committees have 
passed the bill out of committee and the other is expected to finalize things next week. 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pension (HELP) Committee recently passed 
The Affordable Health Choices Act, and the Finance Committee is expected to report out 
a bill by the end of July. As bills—and amendments to these health care bills—are 
introduced, AACAP continues to track and comment on the legislation’s implications for 
medicine. 
 
AACAP has been working to ensure that children do not loose any of the benefits they 
currently have, that EPSDT is a requirement, and to ensure that children and families who 
do not have coverage get coverage with parity for mental health services. We are also 
working to increase reimbursement rates for child mental health services and to reduce 
the shortage of child and adolescent psychiatrists by providing incentives such as loan 
forgiveness to individuals who want to go into child and adolescent psychiatry.   
 
Both the House and Senate bills address workforce shortages for primary care physicians.  
However, the Senate bill includes two provisions that would improve the workforce issue 
by awarding grants to graduate programs to support recruitment, as well as a loan 
forgiveness program for pediatric medical subspecialists and child and adolescent mental 
health professionals willing to work in underserved areas. AACAP and other pediatric 
medical specialty and child mental health professional organizations worked to encourage 
the House to include the same provisions but have been unsuccessful. Thank you to the 
AACAP members who responded to our previous alert about this important vote! 
 



The AACAP Government Affairs Department will continue to educate staff and 
Congressional members about our concerns; however, we need Members of Congress 
to hear from ALL 7,500 AACAP MEMBERS! With the current discussions of whether 
health care reform is going to fail or move forward, your members of Congress should 
hear from you!   
 
Please, take this opportunity to contact your member of Congress and express your 
support for health care reform. 
 
“I am a practicing child and adolescent psychiatrist from (your state/district), and I am 
calling to urge Representative/Senator ______ to move forward with the ongoing health 
care debate. I specifically encourage you to ensure that children with special health care 
needs are able to access the treatment they need. One of the key barriers to mental health 
treatment is access to pediatric specialists trained in the identification, diagnosis and 
treatment of children and adolescents with emotional and behavioral disorders. Increasing 
educational debt, a long training period, and reimbursement problems are some of the 
factors that discourage medical students in choosing a career in child and adolescent 
psychiatry and other child mental health professions. Thank you.” 
  
Call 1-202-224-3121 to reach the Capitol Switchboard, and ask for your representative’s 
office, or give them your zip code. When connected to the office, ask for the Health 
Legislative Assistant. 
 
If you would like to receive AACAP’s monthly Legislative Updates, please contact 
pjones@aacap.org. We also email alerts out to our legislative contact lists when 
votes are taking place and your member needs to be contacted. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to get involved! All of our alerts and updates can be found at 
www.aacap.org/advocacy. 

 
Click here to view AACAP’s health care reform principles. 

 
Take Action: Advocate At Home 
August is traditionally the time of year Congress adjourns, with members returning to 
their respective districts and states to escape the heat and humidity of Washington, D.C.  
This is an opportunity for AACAP members to reach out to elected officials while they 
are home.  
 
Members of Congress will be holding town hall meetings, attending parades, and 
spending quality time with constituents. Take this occasion to call your representatives, 
make an appointment to spend 15 minutes in their district office, and educate them on 
child and adolescent issues. You are the expert. You have the experience. Members of 
Congress want to hear from you and this is another chance for AACAP to advocate for 
real change in health care policy. 
 
Thank you for your advocacy!  If you have any questions, please let us know. 

mailto:pjones@aacap.org
http://www.aacap.org/advocacy
http://www.aacap.org/galleries/LegislativeAction/HC%20brochure.pdf


Kristin Kroeger Ptakowski, Director of Government Affairs and Clinical Practice 
(kkroeger@aacap.org) 

Alec Stone, Assistant Director, Federal Affairs (astone@aacap.org) 

Kevin Jones, Assistant Director for State Advocacy (kjones@aacap.org) 

Pat Jones, Legislative Coordinator (pjones@aacap.org) 
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